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After the surrender of the French government in May 1940, the British were concerned that the resources of
the French Empire, and particularly the powerful French fleet, would be put at the disposal of the Germans.
The British, dependent upon their naval power and the resources of the Empire and Commonwealth to
continue the war, sought to neutralize the threat of the French fleet and saw an opportunity to gobble up
certain French colonies for themselves. Thus, even while Britain was locked in a deadly struggle with Nazi
Germany, she continued the centuries-old imperial rivalry with her nearest neighbor and recent allies.

The British attack on the French Mediterranean fleet at Mers el Kebir is well known, but less often
remembered are the British operations against Vichy forces in West Africa, Syria and Madagascar. As the
latent threat of the French fleet was the chief source of British concern, the conflict was largely a naval one,
but there were substantial land operations in Syria and Madagascar. In Syria and Lebanon, Operation
Exporter pitted 20,000 British, Indian, Australian and Free French troops against 35,000 Vichy French who
fought with much greater skill and determination than expected. Operation Ironclad, the invasion of
Madagascar, saw three brigades of infantry, supported by light tanks, make the first large scale British
amphibious assault since the ill-fated Gallipoli landings in WWI.

John D Grainger narrates and analyses all the British operations, by land, sea and air, against the French up
to the Anglo-American Torch landings in North Africa. He reveals the initial reluctance of the British forces
to really get stuck into their erstwhile allies and the reverses that resulted from underestimating the will of
the Vichy French to fight. The complicating factor of De Gaulle's Free French is another major theme.
Above all, what emerges is that these are fascinating campaigns in their own right that have been unduly
neglected.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Marshall:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Traditional Enemies: Britain's
War With Vichy France 1940-42? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Florence Nguyen:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42 book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer connected with Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42 content conveys the
idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but
it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With
Vichy France 1940-42 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Miranda Wenger:

This book untitled Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42 to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Adam Tonn:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Traditional Enemies: Britain's War With Vichy France 1940-42, you may tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.
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