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Religious studies—also known as comparative religion or history of religions—emerged as a field of study
in colleges and universities on both sides of the Atlantic during the late nineteenth century. In Europe, as
previous historians have demonstrated, the discipline grew from long-established traditions of university-
based philological scholarship. But in the United States, James Turner argues, religious studies developed
outside the academy.

Until about 1820, Turner contends, even learned Americans showed little interest in non-European
religions—a subject that had fascinated their counterparts in Europe since the end of the seventeenth century.
Growing concerns about the status of Christianity generated American interest in comparing it to other great
religions, and the resulting writings eventually produced the academic discipline of religious studies in U.S.
universities. Fostered especially by learned Protestant ministers, this new discipline focused on canonical
texts—the “bibles”—of other great world religions. This rather narrow approach provoked the philosopher
and psychologist William James to challenge academic religious studies in 1902 with his celebrated and
groundbreaking Varieties of Religious Experience.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Venegas:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Religion
Enters the Academy: The Origins of the Scholarly Study of Religion in America (George H. Shriver Lecture
Series in Religion in American History) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled Religion Enters the Academy: The Origins of the Scholarly Study of
Religion in America (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History)is the main of
several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Jennifer Joseph:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Religion Enters the Academy: The Origins
of the Scholarly Study of Religion in America (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American
History) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Walter Son:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Religion Enters the Academy:
The Origins of the Scholarly Study of Religion in America (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in
American History) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Scott Schiller:

This Religion Enters the Academy: The Origins of the Scholarly Study of Religion in America (George H.
Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) is brand-new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Religion
Enters the Academy: The Origins of the Scholarly Study of Religion in America (George H. Shriver Lecture



Series in Religion in American History) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-
book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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