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Epic in scope, precise in detail, and heart-breaking in its human drama, Former People is the first book to
recount the history of the aristocracy caught up in the maelstrom of the Bolshevik Revolution and the
creation of Stalin's Russia. Filled with chilling tales of looted palaces and burning estates, of desperate flights
in the night from marauding peasants and Red Army soldiers, of imprisonment, exile, and execution, it is the
story of how a centuries'-old elite, famous for its glittering wealth, its service to the Tsar and Empire, and its
promotion of the arts and culture, was dispossessed and destroyed along with the rest of old Russia.

Yet Former People is also a story of survival and accommodation, of how many of the tsarist ruling
class—so-called "former people" and "class enemies"—overcame the psychological wounds inflicted by the
loss of their world and decades of repression as they struggled to find a place for themselves and their
families in the new, hostile order of the Soviet Union. Chronicling the fate of two great aristocratic
families—the Sheremetevs and the Golitsyns—it reveals how even in the darkest depths of the terror, daily
life went on.

Told with sensitivity and nuance by acclaimed historian Douglas Smith, Former People is the dramatic
portrait of two of Russia's most powerful aristocratic families, and a sweeping account of their homeland in
violent transition.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Former People: The Final Days of the
Russian Aristocracy will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Terrance Allen:

The book Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Former
People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Jones:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy this e-book
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why
is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand.
The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

David Bruce:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Former People: The Final Days of the Russian
Aristocracy which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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