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The rise of commercialized leisure coincided with the arrival of millions of immigrants to America's cities.
Conflict was inevitable as older generations attempted to preserve their traditions, values, and ethnic
identities, while the young sought out the cheap amusements and sexual freedom which the urban landscape
offered. At immigrant picnics, social clubs, and urban dance halls, Randy McBee discovers distinct and
highly contested gender lines, proving that the battle between the ages was also one between the sexes.

Free from their parents and their strict rules governing sexual conduct, working women took advantage of
their time in dance halls to challenge conventional gender norms. They routinely passed certain men over for
dances, refused escorts home, and embraced the sensual and physical side of dance to further accentuate their
superior skills and ability on the dance floor. Most men felt threatened by women's displays of empowerment
and took steps to thwart the changes taking place. Accustomed to street corners, poolrooms, saloons, and
other all-male get-togethers, working men tried to transform the dance hall into something that resembled
these familiar hangouts.

McBee also finds that men frequently abandoned the commercial dance hall for their own clubs, set up in the
basements of tenement flats. In these hangouts, working men established rules governing intimacy and
leisure that allowed them to regulate the behavior of the women who attended club events. The collective
manner in which they behaved not only affected the organization of commercial leisure but also men and
women's struggles with and against one another to define the meaning of leisure, sexuality, intimacy, and
even masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Dance Hall Days: Intimacy and Leisure Among
Working-Class Immigrants in the United States ended up being making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Dance Hall Days:
Intimacy and Leisure Among Working-Class Immigrants in the United States is not only giving you much
more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Dance Hall Days: Intimacy and Leisure
Among Working-Class Immigrants in the United States. You never experience lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Molly Cooper:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Dance Hall Days: Intimacy and Leisure
Among Working-Class Immigrants in the United States book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Joseph Jackson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Dance Hall Days: Intimacy and Leisure
Among Working-Class Immigrants in the United States book because this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Wesley Binns:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Dance Hall Days: Intimacy and
Leisure Among Working-Class Immigrants in the United States is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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