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 Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University since World War II chronicles the emergence of WVU as a
major land-grant institution. As a continuation of the work of Doherty and Summers in West Virginia
University: Symbol of Unity in a Sectionalized State, this book focuses on the modern historical
developments that elevated WVU from a small regional institution to one of national prominence.
 

West Virginia University’s growth mirrors the developmental eras that have shaped American higher
education since World War II. The University’s history as an innovative, pioneering force within higher
education is explored through its major postwar stages of expansion, diversification, and commercialization.

 

Institutions of higher education nationwide experienced a dramatic increase in enrollments between 1945 and
1975 as millions of returning World War II and Korean War veterans took advantage of the GI Bill of
Rights. Their children, the “baby boom” generation, continued to supply the growth in college enrollment
and the corresponding increase in institutional complexity until the mid-1970s. During this period WVU
followed the national trend by growing from a few thousand students to nearly fifteen thousand.

 

From 1975 to the early 1990s, expansion gave way to diversification. The traditional student population
stopped growing by 1975, and  “boomers” were replaced by students from nontraditional backgrounds. An
unprecedented gender, racial, and ethnic diversification took place on college campuses, a trend encouraged
by federal civil rights legislation. To a lesser degree WVU was no exception, although its location in a rural
state with a small minority population forced the University to work harder to attract minorities than
institutions in proximity to urban areas.

 

The commercialization of higher education became a full-fledged movement by the 1990s. Major changes,
such as globalization, demographic shifts, a weak economy, and the triumph of the “market society,” all
accelerated the penetration of business values and practices into university life.  Like other public
universities, WVU was called upon to generate more of its own revenues. The University’s strategic
responses to these pressures reconstructed the state’s leading land grant into the large complex institution of
today.

 

As the only modern history of West Virginia University, this text reaches into the archives of the President’s
Office and makes exhaustive use of press accounts and interviews with key individuals to produce a detailed
resource for alumni, friends, and supporters of WVU, as well as administrators and specialists in higher
education. 
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From reader reviews:

Terra Runyan:

The book Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very
important thing like a book Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II? A number
of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia
University Since World War II has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appear the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Johanna Bassett:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Aspiring to
Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since
World War IIis the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world on this book.

Angie Blakney:

The actual book Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II will bring someone to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia
University Since World War II is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Doris Garcia:

You may get this Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways
for you.
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