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Unrivalled Influence explores the exceptional roles that women played in the vibrant cultural and political
life of medieval Byzantium. Written by one of the world's foremost historians of the Byzantine millennium,
this landmark book evokes the complex and exotic world of Byzantium's women, from empresses and saints
to uneducated rural widows. Drawing on a diverse range of sources, Judith Herrin sheds light on the
importance of marriage in imperial statecraft, the tense coexistence of empresses in the imperial court, and
the critical relationships of mothers and daughters. She looks at women's interactions with eunuchs, the in-
between gender in Byzantine society, and shows how women defended their rights to hold land. Herrin
describes how they controlled their inheritances, participated in urban crowds demanding the dismissal of
corrupt officials, followed the processions of holy icons and relics, and marked religious feasts with liturgical
celebrations, market activity, and holiday pleasures. The vivid portraits that emerge here reveal how women
exerted an unrivalled influence on the patriarchal society of Byzantium, and remained active participantsin
the many changes that occurred throughout the empire's millennia history.

Unrivalled Influence brings together Herrin's finest essays on women and gender written throughout the long
span of her esteemed career. This volume includes three new essays published here for the very first time and
anew genera introduction by Herrin. She also provides a concise introduction to each essay that describes
how it came to be written and how it fitsinto her broader views about women and Byzantium.
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From reader reviews:
Ronnie Miller:

The book Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like abook Unrivalled
Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and large function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide.
So it isvery wonderful.

James Robbins:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find anew activity thisislook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou
can mOore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book features
high quality.

Terrie Anderson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer can be Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actualy. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

James Ritchey:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in
Byzantium or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students



especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium to make your
spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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