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The stories in The Conjure Woman were Charles W. Chesnutt's first great literary success, and since their
initial publication in 1899 they have come to be seen as some of the most remarkable works of African
American literature from the Emancipation through the Harlem Renaissance. Lesser known, though, is that
the The Conjure Woman, as first published by Houghton Mifflin, was not wholly Chesnutt's creation but a
work shaped and selected by his editors. This edition reassembles for the first time all of Chesnutt's work in
the conjure tale genre, the entire imaginative feat of which the published Conjure Woman forms a part. It
allows the reader to see how the original volume was created, how an African American author negotiated
with the tastes of the dominant literary culture of the late nineteenth century, and how that culture both
promoted and delimited his work.
In the tradition of Uncle Remus, the conjure tale listens in on a poor black southerner, speaking strong
dialect, as he recounts a local incident to a transplanted northerner for the northerner's enlightenment and
edification. But in Chesnutt's hands the tradition is transformed. No longer a reactionary flight of nostalgia
for the antebellum South, the stories in this book celebrate and at the same time question the folk culture they
so pungently portray, and ultimately convey the pleasures and anxieties of a world in transition. Written in
the late nineteenth century, a time of enormous growth and change for a country only recently reunited in
peace, these stories act as the uneasy meeting ground for the culture of northern capitalism, professionalism,
and Christianity and the underdeveloped southern economy, a kind of colonial Third World whose power is
manifest in life charms, magic spells, and ha'nts, all embodied by the ruling figure of the conjure woman.
Humorous, heart-breaking, lyrical, and wise, these stories make clear why the fiction of Charles W. Chesnutt
has continued to captivate audiences for a century.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Wiggins:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales. All
type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Kermit Diaz:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales has been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't
matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Conjure Woman
and Other Conjure Tales. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Alberto Redden:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Conjure Woman and Other
Conjure Tales book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Pamela Wilson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic
as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Conjure Woman and Other Conjure Tales
why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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