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Vivacious, unconventional, candid, and straight, Helen Branson operated a gay bar in Los Angeles in the
1950s—America’s most anti-gay decade. After years of fending off drunken passes as an entertainer in
cocktail bars, this divorced grandmother preferred the wit, variety, and fun she found among homosexual
men. Enjoying their companionship and deploring their plight, she gave her gay friends a place to socialize.
Though at the time California statutes prohibited homosexuals from gathering in bars, Helen’s place was
relaxed, suave, and remarkably safe from police raids and other anti-homosexual hazards. In 1957 she
published her extraordinary memoir Gay Bar, the first book by a heterosexual to depict the lives of
homosexuals with admiration, respect, and love.
    In this new edition of Gay Bar, Will Fellows interweaves Branson’s chapters with historical perspective
provided through his own insightful commentary and excerpts gleaned from letters and essays appearing in
gay publications of the period. Also included is the original introduction to the book by maverick 1950s
psychiatrist Blanche Baker. The eclectic selection of voices gives the flavor of American life in that
extraordinary age of anxiety, revealing how gay men saw themselves and their circumstances, and how
others perceived them.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her
Boys in the 1950s. Try to the actual book Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her
Boys in the 1950s as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Anthony Harrison:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring
Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Jerry Gunnell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s.

Jorge Eaton:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring
Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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