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Origen composed at least thirty-two books of a commentary on the Gospel according to John, at the request
of St. Ambrose of Milan. Of these, only nine books are extant in almost complete form, although we have
selections of others persevered in other collections of the works of Origen. The commentary proceeds verse
by verse, and is particularly notable for its emphasis on the spiritual meaning of the Gospel.

This volume contains books 1,2,6, and 10, and fragments of books 4 and 5. Origen's main interest is the
allegorical interpretation of the Gospel according to John, which makes this an important work in the study
of Origen's mystical thought. A secondary interest is the refutation of Valentinian gnosticism. According to
Eusebius, Ambrose had been a Valentinian before his conversion by Origen, and Origen refers to the Gnostic
writer Heracleon regularly throughout the commentary in order to refute his views.

Although the refutation of Heracleon may have been a stimulus for the composition of this work, Origen
moved beyond this goal in order to present a commentary on the Gospel which would appeal to the growing
number of educated Christians who wanted a scientific exegesis. The author's writing covers a wide range of
historical, theological, philosophical and etymological topics, all focused on this Gospel of "spiritual food."
"We might dare to say," Origen says as he begins his commentary, "that the Gospels are the first-fruits of all
Scriptures, but that the first-fruits of the Gospels is that according to John. How great must be our
understanding, that we may be able to understand in a worthy manner the word which is stored up in the
earthen treasures of paltry language." The Spirit-led exegete can thus draw out of the words and symbols a
higher level of insight. This "spiritual gospel" is the reality of which Christ's acts were symbols; it is the
secrets hidden in the mysteries of Christ's words.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Grays:

This Commentary on the Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) are
usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Commentary
on the Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) can be one of several
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Commentary on the Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Nancy Jackson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Commentary on the Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of
the Church Patristic Series) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this
book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Gail Tate:

This Commentary on the Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series) is
brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit
of digest in reading this Commentary on the Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of the Church
Patristic Series) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also
knowledge.

Ralph Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was



given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Commentary on the
Gospel According to John, Books 1-10 (Fathers of the Church Patristic Series).
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