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How will biodiversity loss affect ecosystem functioning, ecosystem services, and human well-being?

In an age of accelerating biodiversity loss, this timely and critical volume summarizes recent advances in
biodiversity-ecosystem functioning research and explores the economics of biodiversity and ecosystem
services. The book starts by summarizing the development of the basic science and provides a meta-analysis
that quantitatively tests several biodiversity and ecosystem functioning hypotheses. It then describes the
natural science foundations of biodiversity and ecosystem functioning
research including: quantifying functional diversity, the development of the field into a predictive science,
the effects of stability and complexity, methods to quantify mechanisms by which diversity affects
functioning, the importance of trophic structure, microbial ecology, and spatial dynamics. Finally,
the book takes research on biodiversity and ecosystem functioning further than it has ever gone into the
human dimension, describing the most pressing environmental challenges that face humanity and the effects
of diversity on: climate change mitigation, restoration of degraded habitats, managed ecosystems,
pollination, disease, and biological invasions.

However, what makes this volume truly unique are the chapters that consider the economic perspective.
These include a synthesis of the economics of ecosystem services and biodiversity, and the options open to
policy-makers to address the failure of markets to account for the loss of ecosystem services; an examination
of the challenges of valuing ecosystem services and, hence, to understanding the human consequences of
decisions that neglect these services; and an examination of the ways in
which economists are currently incorporating biodiversity and ecosystem functioning research into decision
models for the conservation and management of biodiversity. A final section describes new advances in
ecoinformatics that will help transform this field into a globally predictive science, and
summarizes the advancements and future directions of the field. The ultimate conclusion is that biodiversity
is an essential element of any strategy for sustainable development.
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From reader reviews:

Kara Corbett:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning,
and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective will make you to be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a
new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Denice Cooke:

The book Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic
Perspective will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier
to read the book.

Betty Williams:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Biodiversity, Ecosystem
Functioning, and Human Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective is simple to deliver you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart
phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Duane Vega:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Biodiversity, Ecosystem Functioning, and Human
Wellbeing: An Ecological and Economic Perspective can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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