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An ambitious and timely look at the role of religion in New York State's early public schools.

Historians of religion and public schooling often focus on conflict and Bible Wars, pitting Catholics and
Protestants against one another in palpitating narratives of the embattled development of American public
schooling. The War That Wasn’t tells a different story, arguing that in nineteenth-century New York State a
civil system of democratic, local control led to adjustments and compromises far more than discord and bitter
conflict. In the decades after the Civil War, New Yorkers from rural, one-room schools to big city districts
hammered out a variety of ways to reconcile public education and religious diversity. This book recounts
their stories in delightful and compelling detail. The common school system of New York State managed to
keep the peace during a time of religious and ethnic pluralism, before sweeping educational reforms ended
many of these compromises by the turn of the twentieth century.

Benjamin Justice is Assistant Professor of Education and History at Rutgers University.
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From reader reviews:

Lidia Flynn:

The book The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of New York
State, 1865-1900 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and
Compromise in the Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900? A few of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the
Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Carolyn Lutz:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of
New York State, 1865-1900 book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer involving The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in
the Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 content conveys objective easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So ,
do you nonetheless thinking The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common
Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robin Norfleet:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The War That Wasn't: Religious
Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900 is simple bringing you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Robert Clark:

Beside that The War That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of New York
State, 1865-1900 in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The War
That Wasn't: Religious Conflict and Compromise in the Common Schools of New York State, 1865-1900



because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!
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