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One of the enduring ironies of medieval history is the fact that a group of Italian lay penitents, begging in
sackcloths, led by a man who called himself simple and ignorant, turned in a short time into a very popular
and respectable order, featuring cardinals and university professors among its ranks. Within a century of its
foundation, the Order of Friars Minor could claim hundreds of permanent houses, schools, and libraries
across Europe; indeed, alongside the Dominicans, they attracted the best minds and produced many
outstanding scholars who were at the forefront of Western philosophical and religious thought.

In The Poor and the Perfect, Neslihan ?enocak provides a grand narrative of this fascinating story in which
the quintessential Franciscan virtue of simplicity gradually lost its place to learning, while studying cameto
be considered an integral part of evangelical perfection. Not surprisingly, turmoil accompanied this rise of
learning in Francis's order. ?enocak shows how a constant emphasis on humility was unable to prevent the
creation within the Order of a culture that increasingly saw education as a means to acquire prestige and
domination. The damage to the diversity and equality among the early Franciscan community proved to be
irreparable. But the consequences of this transformation went far beyond the Order: it contributed to a
paradigm shift in the relationship between the clergy and the schools and eventually led to the association of
learning with sanctity in the medieval world. As ?enocak demonstrates, this episode of Franciscan history is
amicrohistory of therise of learning in the West.
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From reader reviews:
Terry Hayes:

Here thing why this The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 are
different and reliable to be yours. First of al examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning
in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-
book out there but thereis no reserve that similar with The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the
Franciscan order, 1209-1310. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the
Franciscan order, 1209-1310 in e-book can be your choice.

Sylvia Dasilva:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading abook will give you alot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especialy fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge
to some others. When you read this The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning in the Franciscan order,
1209-1310, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Dennis Bryant:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read a book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent all day every day to reading areserve. The book The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of learning
in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Ashley Wright:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching



TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Poor and the Perfect: the rise of

learning in the Franciscan order, 1209-1310 which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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