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From the end of the Revolution until 1851, the Virginia legislature granted most divorces in the state. It
granted divorces rarely, however, turning down two-thirds of those who petitioned for them. Men and
women who sought release from unhappy marriages faced a harsh legal system buttressed by the political,
religious, and communal cultures of southern life. Through the lens of this hostile environment, Thomas
Buckley explores with sympathy the lives and legal struggles of those who challenged it.

Based on research in almost 500 divorce files, The Great Catastrophe of My Life involves a wide cross-
section of Virginians. Their stories expose southern attitudes and practices involving a spectrum of issues
from marriage and family life to gender relations, interracial sex, adultery, desertion, and domestic violence.
Although the oppressive legal regime these husbands and wives battled has passed away, the emotions
behind their efforts to dissolve the bonds of marriage still resonate strongly.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Puccio:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Great Catastrophe of My Life: Divorce in the
Old Dominion (Studies in Legal History). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look
for the internet sources or other social media.

Rose Sosa:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This The Great Catastrophe of My Life: Divorce in the Old Dominion (Studies in Legal
History) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer of The Great Catastrophe of My Life: Divorce in the Old Dominion (Studies in Legal
History) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Great Catastrophe of
My Life: Divorce in the Old Dominion (Studies in Legal History) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Thomas Stewart:

The book untitled The Great Catastrophe of My Life: Divorce in the Old Dominion (Studies in Legal
History) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice learn.

Neil Dussault:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Great Catastrophe of My Life:
Divorce in the Old Dominion (Studies in Legal History) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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