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Despite a shared colonial past, South American nations experienced different patterns of conflict in the
nineteenth century. These differences led to the creation of a variety of states and regimes, from authoritarian
military oligarchies to popular democracies. Using a rigorous logic of comparison, Fernando López-Alves
explores the roots of state building in five countries and explains why the political systems of these early
postindependent societies were prone to militarism, corporatism, or liberal democracy.
Breaking with the traditional economic analysis of South American development, López-Alves argues that
civil-military relations lay at the core of state building. By comparing three countries in
particular—Uruguay, Colombia, and Argentina—during an intense phase of state and regime formation, he
shows how war and the collective action of the rural poor contributed to the construction of central armies,
the rise of new social classes, and the emergence of civilian organizations. He also examines characteristics
unique to each country’s war-formed culture and discusses how coalitions were built during this period.
Examples from Paraguay and Venezuela and references to state formation in Europe, the United States, Asia,
and the Middle East add to the complexity and richness of the study’s comparative analysis.
Drawing on a vast bibliography of both primary and secondary sources, López-Alves goes beyond providing
insights into the particular development of Latin American countries and introduces a comprehensive theory
of state formation applicable to other regions. This book will interest Latin Americanists, historians, political
scientists, and sociologists studying state formation.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Throop:

The book State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you can share all of these. Book State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Patrick Reyes:

This State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 are reliable for you who want to become
a successful person, why. The key reason why of this State Formation and Democracy in Latin America,
1810-1900 can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 giving you
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

John Flores:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like State Formation and
Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
view.

Gerald Velasco:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book State Formation and Democracy in Latin America,
1810-1900 to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when
you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it.
Beside that the reserve State Formation and Democracy in Latin America, 1810-1900 can to be your new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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