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What set the successful armies of Sparta, Macedon, and Rome apart from those they defeated? In this major
new history of battle from the age of Homer through the decline of the Roman empire, J. E. Lendon surveys
a millennium of warfare to discover how militaries change—and don’t change—and how an army’s
greatness depends on its use of the past. 
Noting this was an age that witnessed few technological advances, J. E. Lendon shows us that the most
successful armies were those that made the most effective use of cultural tradition. Ancient combat moved
forward by looking backward for inspiration—the Greeks, to Homer; the Romans, to the Greeks and to their
own heroic past. The best ancient armies recruited soldiers from societies with strong competitive traditions;
and the best ancient leaders, from Alexander to Julius Caesar, called upon those traditions to encourage
ferocious competition at every rank.
Ranging from the Battle of Champions between Sparta and Argos in 550 B.C. through Julian’s invasion of
Persia in A.D. 363, Soldiers and Ghosts brings to life the most decisive military contests of ancient Greece
and Rome. Lendon places these battles, and the methods by which they were fought, in a sweeping narrative
of ancient military history. On every battlefield, living soldiers fought alongside the ghosts of
tradition—ghosts that would inspire greatness for almost a millennium before ultimately coming to stifle it.
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From reader reviews:

Mora Miller:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Soldiers
and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Sally Norman:

The guide untitled Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical
Antiquity from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Cheryl Estrella:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of
Battle in Classical Antiquity that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in
Classical Antiquity become your own personal starter.

Jose Banks:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to
be study. Soldiers and Ghosts: A History of Battle in Classical Antiquity can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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