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AIDS has humbled us. Thus observes editor Mark Blechner in introducing readers to this powerful collection
of essays on psychodynamic approaches to AIDS. It is the disease, Blechner tells us, that "has forced us to
rethink our relation to sickness and health, mortality, sexuality, drug use, and what we consider valuable in
life." In the chapters that follow, experienced clinicians shatter myths about the inapplicability of
psychoanalysis to work with AIDS patients.
 
In addition to setting forth general principles involved in working with patients with serious illness, Hope
and Mortality explores the wide range of therapeutic issues that have arisen in the wake of AIDS. Among the
topics of individual chapters: working with children whose parents have AIDS; working with AIDS patients
in an inner-city hospital; disability, dementia, and other realities of late-stage AIDS; treating someone who
becomes HIV-positive while in therapy; leading a support group for gay men with AIDS; confronting fears
of HIV in the "worried well"; and coming out of the closet as a heterosexual while running a bereavement
group for gay men.
 
Most poignant of all are chapters in which therapists examine how they have been transformed by treating
people with AIDS. Here contributors candidly discuss how their attitudes toward death have shaped, and in
turn been shaped by, their clinical work. They tell of recovering near-death memories, of questioning their
reliance on traditional medicine, and of feeling the numbing effects of multiple loss with their patients.
 
The AIDS epidemic has become so widespread that every clinician must learn about the disease and the
psychological issues it raises. Hope and Mortality provides an illuminating exploration of these issues and
raises profound questions about the overall aims of psychotherapy. It will instruct and challenge all mental
health professionals, and provide hope and enlightenment to anyone dealing with a life-threatening
condition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get just before. The Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Lacey Clements:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic
Approaches to AIDS and HIV e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV as good book not only by the
cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Chad Foster:

This Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic Approaches to AIDS and HIV in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you
world within ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

George Tucker:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Hope and Mortality: Psychodynamic
Approaches to AIDS and HIV is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It



is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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