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The Truth about Patriotism is a bracing repudiation of the claim that patriotism is essential—or even
beneficial—to democracy. Contending that even at its best patriotism subverts the democracy it purports to
value, Steven Johnston turns to patriotism’s defenders to show how they must jettison much of democracy to
champion patriotism. Closely examined, patriotism itself effectively demonstrates the impossibility of love
of country. Patriotism, Johnston argues, tends toward narcissistic self-regard, blind to its violent ways of
being in the world and its dependence on death. Thus we would be better off without it.

Drawing largely from aspects of American political and popular culture, this wide-ranging book presents a
wealth of examples to disclose patriotism’s self-defeating character. They include Richard Rorty’s and John
Schaar’s enmity-driven love of country, Socrates’s angry judicial suicide, the violent obsessions of High
Noon and Saving Private Ryan, the triumphalist self-display of the World War II Memorial, Oliver Stone’s
and Don DeLillo’s spectacular representations of the assassination of President Kennedy, George W. Bush’s
symbolic sacrifice of more Americans in commemoration of September 2001, and yet other memorials to
and apologies for patriotism. Ultimately, Johnston calls for a vision of democracy that uses the tragic
possibilities inherent in politics as a spur to a life-affirming civic ethos of reciprocal generosity.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular The Truth about Patriotism to read.

David Lau:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Truth about Patriotism is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader capricious experience.

Cecil Hardin:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Truth about Patriotism.

Henry Heath:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Truth about
Patriotism.
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