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The definitive cultural biography of the “Venice of the North” and its transcendent artistic and spiritual
legacy, written by Russian emerge and acclaimed cultural historian, Solomon Volkov.

Long considered to be the mad dream of an imperious autocrat—the "Venice of the North," conceived in a
setting of malarial swamps—St. Petersburg was built in 1703 by Peter the Great as Russia's gateway to the
West. For almost 300 years this splendid city has survived the most extreme attempts of man and nature to
extinguish it, from flood, famine, and disease to civil war, Stalinist purges, and the epic 900-day siege by
Hitler's armies. It has even been renamed twice, and became St. Petersburg again only in 1991. Yet not only
has it retained its special, almost mystical identity as the schizophrenic soul of modern Russia, but it remains
one of the most beautiful and alluring cities in the world. Now Solomon Volkov, a Russian emigre and
acclaimed cultural historian, has written the definitive cultural biography of this city and its transcendent
artistic and spiritual legacy.

For Pushkin, Gogol, and Dostoyevsky, Petersburg was a spectral city that symbolized the near-apocalyptic
conflicts of imperial Russia. As the monarchy declined, allowing intellectuals and artists to flourish,
Petersburg became a center of avant-garde experiment and flamboyant bohemian challenge to the
dominating power of the state, first czarist and then communist. The names of the Russian modern masters
who found expression in St. Petersburg still resonate powerfully in every field of art: in music, Stravinsky,
Prokofiev, and Shostakovich; in literature, Akhmatova, Blok, Mandelstam, Nabokov, and Brodsky; in dance,
Diaghilev, Nijinsky, and Balanchine; in theater, Meyerhold; in painting, Chagall and Malevich; and many
others, whose works are now part of the permanent fabric of Western civilization. Yet no comprehensive
portrait of this thriving distinctive, and highly influential cosmopolitan culture, and the city that inspired it,
has previously been attempted.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The St Petersburg: A
Cultural History is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jose Carr:

The reason why? Because this St Petersburg: A Cultural History is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Ronald Meyers:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book
that need more time to be study. St Petersburg: A Cultural History can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Preston Garza:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this St Petersburg: A Cultural History can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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