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The descendents of twentieth-century southern and central European immigrants successfully assimilated
into mainstream American culture and generally achieved economic parity with other Americans within
several generations. So far, that is not the case with recent immigrants from Latin America and the
Caribbean. A compelling case study of first- and second-generation Dominicans in Providence, Rhode
Island, Encountering American Faultlines suggests that even as immigrants and their children increasingly
participate in American life and culture, racialization and social polarization remain key obstacles to further
progress.

Encountering American Faultlines uses occupational and socioeconomic data and in-depth interviews to
address key questions about the challenges Dominicans encounter in American society. What is their
position in the American socioeconomic structure? What occupations do first- and second-generation
Dominicans hold as they enter the workforce? How do Dominican families fare economically? How do
Dominicans identify themselves in the American racial and ethnic landscape?

The first generation works largely in what is left of Providence’s declining manufacturing industry. Second-
generation Dominicans do better than their parents economically, but even as some are able to enter middle-
class occupations, the majority remains in the service-sector working class. José Itzigsohn suggests that the
third generation will likely continue this pattern of stratification, and he worries that the chances for further
economic advancement in the next generation may be seriously in doubt.

While transnational involvement is important to first-generation Dominicans, the second generation
concentrates more on life in the United States and empowering their local communities. Itzigsohn ties this to
the second generation’s tendency to embrace panethnic identities. Panethnic identity provides Dominicans
with choices that defy strict American racial categories and enables them to build political coalitions across
multiple ethnicities.

This intimate study of the Dominican immigrant experience proposes an innovative theoretical approach to
look at the contemporary forms and meanings of becoming American. José Itzigsohn acknowledges the
social exclusion and racialization encountered by the Dominican population, but he observes that, by
developing their own group identities and engaging in collective action and institution building at the local
level, Dominicans can distinguish themselves and make inroads into American society. But Encountering
American Faultlines also finds that hard work and hope have less to do with their social mobility than the
existing economic and racial structures of U.S. society.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Phillips:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When
you read this Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the Dominican Experience in Providence,
you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a book.

David Giles:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the
Dominican Experience in Providence can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Megan Jordan:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find book
that need more time to be examine. Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the Dominican
Experience in Providence can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free
time problems.

Dorcas Rogers:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
soul or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Encountering American Faultlines: Race, Class, and the Dominican



Experience in Providence can make you feel more interested to read.
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