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"When the legend becomes fact, print the legend." This line comes from director John Ford's film, The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, but it also serves as an epigram for the life of the legendary filmmaker.

Through a career that spanned decades and included work on dozens of films -- among them such American
masterpieces as The Searchers, The Grapes of Wrath, The Quiet Man, Stagecoach, and How Green Was My
Valley -- John Ford managed to leave as his legacy a body of work that few filmmakers will ever equal. Yet
as bold as the stamp of his personality was on each film, there was at the same time a marked reticence when
it came to revealing anything personal. Basically shy, and intensely private, he was known to enjoy making
up stories about himself, some of them based loosely on fact but many of them pure fabrications. Ford
preferred instead to let his films speak for him, and the message was always masculine, determined,
romantic, yes, but never soft -- and always, always totally "American." If there were other aspects to his
personality, moods and subtleties that weren't reflected on the screen, then no one really needed to know.

Indeed, what mattered to Ford was always what was up there on the screen. And if it varied from reality,
what did it matter? When you are creating legend, fact becomes a secondary matter.

Now, in this definitive look at the life and career of one of America's true cinematic giants, noted biographer
and critic Scott Eyman, working with the full participation of the Ford estate, has managed to document and
delineate both aspects of John Ford's life -- the human being and the legend.

Going well beyond the legend, Eyman has explored the many influences that were brought to play on this
remarkable and complex man, and the result is a rich and involving story of a great film director and of the
world in which he lived, as well as the world of Hollywood legend that he helped to shape. Drawing on more
than a hundred interviews and research on three continents, Scott Eyman explains how a saloon-keeper's son
from Maine helped to shape America's vision of itself, and how a man with only a high school education
came to create a monumental body of work, including films that earned him six Academy Awards -- more
than any filmmaker before or since. He also reveals the truth of Ford's turbulent relationship with actress
Katharine Hepburn, recounts his stand for freedom of speech during the McCarthy witch-hunt -- including a
confrontation with archconservative Cecil B. DeMille -- and discusses his disfiguring alcoholism as well as
the heroism he displayed during World War II.

Brilliant, stubborn, witty, rebellious, irascible, and contradictory, John Ford remains one of the enduring
giants in what is arguably America's greatest contribution to art -- the Hollywood movie. In Print the
Legend, Scott Eyman has managed at last to separate fact from legend in writing about this remarkable man,
producing what will remain the definitive biography of this film giant.
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From reader reviews:

James Benavidez:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Print the Legend: The Life
and Times of John Ford is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Marjorie Wright:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Print the Legend: The Life
and Times of John Ford that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Print the Legend: The Life and Times of John Ford become your
own personal starter.

Mike Huey:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. Print the Legend: The Life and Times of John Ford can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Kidd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Print the Legend: The
Life and Times of John Ford.
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