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Winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award

The place is the chilly border between Russia and China. The time is the early 1970s when the two giants
were poised on the brink of war. And the characters in this thrilling collection of stories are Chinese soldiers
who must constantly scrutinize the enemy even as they themselves are watched for signs of the fatal disease
of bourgeois liberalism.

In Ocean of Words, the Chinese writer Ha Jin explores the predicament of these simple, barely literate men
with breathtaking concision and humanity. From amorous telegraphers to a pugnacious militiaman, from an
inscrutable Russian prisoner to an effeminate but enthusiastic recruit, Ha Jin's characters possess a depth and
liveliness that suggest Isaac Babel's Cossacks and Tim O'Brien's GIs. Ocean of Words is a triumphant
volume, poignant, hilarious, and harrowing.

"A compelling collection of stories, powerful in their unity of theme and rich in their diversity of styles."--
New York Times Book Review

"Extraordinary...[These stories are shot through with wit and offer glimpses of human motivation that defy
retelling...Read them all."--Boston Globe

"An exceptional new talent, capable of wringing rich surprises out of austere materials."--Portland Oregonian
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From reader reviews:

David Waymire:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Ocean of Words: Stories (Vintage International). Try to make the book
Ocean of Words: Stories (Vintage International) as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend
when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Tom Tucker:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Ocean of Words: Stories
(Vintage International) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you may pick Ocean of Words: Stories (Vintage International) become your
starter.

Delmar Stingley:

Beside this kind of Ocean of Words: Stories (Vintage International) in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Ocean of Words: Stories (Vintage International) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and read it from at this point!

Craig Palmer:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word
says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ocean of Words: Stories (Vintage International)



can make you really feel more interested to read.
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