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This book, the first to focus on the integration of the Gulf Coast, is Dr. Gilbert R. Mason's eyewitness
account of harrowing episodes that occurred there during the civil rights movement. Newly opened by court
order, documents from the Mississippi Sovereignty Commission's secret files enhance this riveting memoir
written by a major civil rights figure in Mississippi. He joined his friends and allies Aaron Henry and the
martyred Medgar Evers to combat injustices in one of the nation's most notorious bastions of segregation.

In Mississippi, the civil rights struggle began in May 1959 with "wade-ins." In open and conscious defiance
of segregation laws, Mason led nine black Biloxians onto a restricted spot along the twenty-six-mile beach.
A year later more wade-ins on beaches reserved for whites set off the bloodiest race riot in the state's history
and led the U.S. Justice Department to initiate the first-ever federal court challenge of Mississippi's
segregationist laws and practices. Simultaneously, Mason and local activists began their work on the state's
first school desegregation suit. As the coordinator of the strategy, he faced threats to his life.

Mason's memoir gives readers a documented journey through the daily humiliations that segregation and
racism imposed upon the black populace -- upon fathers, mothers, children, laborers, and professionals. Born
in 1928 in the slums of Jackson, Mason acknowledges the impact of his strong extended family and of the
supportive system of institutions in the black neighborhood. They nurtured him to manhood and helped
fulfill his dream of becoming a physician.

His story recalls the great migration of blacks to the North, of family members who remained in Mississippi,
of family ties in Chicago and other northern cities. Following graduation from Tennessee State and Howard
University Medical College, he set up his practice in the black section of Biloxi in 1955 and experienced the
restrictions that even a black physician suffered in the segregated South. Four years later, he began his battle
to dismantle the Jim Crow system. This is the story of his struggle and hard-won victory.

Gilbert R. Mason, M.D., continues as a practicing physician in Biloxi. Although a life-long Democrat, he
served as a school-desegregation adviser to the Republican administration of President Nixon, as well as a
friend, adviser, and appointee of several Mississippi governors.

James Patterson Smith is an associate professor of history at the University of Southern Mississippi. He has
published in numerous periodicals, including the Journal of Negro History and the Journal of Mississippi
History.
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From reader reviews:

James Mendoza:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A
Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). All
type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Alice Bowers:

The knowledge that you get from Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) could be the more deep you searching the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret
Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this particular Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil
Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies) instantly.

Samantha Williams:

Typically the book Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle (Margaret Walker
Alexander Series in African American Studies) has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Guadalupe Hauser:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually Beaches, Blood, and Ballots: A Black Doctor's Civil Rights Struggle
(Margaret Walker Alexander Series in African American Studies). This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication



you can get many advantages.
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