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At one time, this nation held a profound and simple faith in the power of words. Today we have become so
engulfed in public cynicism that the whole notion of "words to live by" seems to usimpossibly naive.

Brian Burrell's splendid collection shows that many of the phrases we once lived by can still have resonance
today. A comprehensive, fascinating treasure trove of American common sense and whimsy, The Words We
Live By presents a sentimental rediscovery of alost erain American history. From fraternal loyalty oathsto
marriage vVows, corporate mottoes to monument inscriptions, Ben Franklin to Henry Ford, Americans for
generations have committed their most cherished ideals to print, often in charming and plain-spoken
language that perfectly represents our provincial, pragmatic, and romantic national character.

Burrell's work was inspired by his father, an obsessive collector of words and a chronic nostalgia buff who
traveled widely with his family, introducing them to the landmarks, monuments, and other symbols of
Americas past. Throughout hislife, he clipped or wrote down memorabl e phrases, quotes, mottoes, and
quips, both the silly and the profound, the playful and the maudlin. Burrell haslovingly compiled his father's
collection of scrapbooks, complementing them with extraordinary research into the origins of America's
civic ethics, to produce atruly memorable and inspirational work of historical reference. More than just a
compendium of classic American wit and wisdom, The Words We Live By brings this material to life with
poignantly told stories, forgotten anecdotes, and deeply considered meditations on the meaning of the words
that have shaped the American nation.
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From reader reviews:
Andre Roop:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Words We Live By.

Megan Fairbanks:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one would
work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Words We Live By as your daily resource information.

Nettie Powers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by itsinclude may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Words We Live By why because the excellent cover
that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Danielle Deguzman:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. On the
list of booksin the top checklist in your reading list is actualy The Words We Live By. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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