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This book explores the life and works of the pioneering opera composer Robert Ashley, one of the leading
American composers of the post-Cage generation. Ashley's innovations began in the 1960s when he, along
with Alvin Lucier, Gordon Mumma, and David Behrman, formed the Sonic Arts Union, a group that turned
conceptualism toward electronics. He was a so instrumental in the influential ONCE Group, atheatrical
ensemble that toured extensively in the 1960s. During his tenure as its director, the ONCE Festival in Ann
Arbor presented most of the decade's pioneers of the performing arts. Particularly known for his
development of television operas beginning with Perfect Lives, Ashley spun along series of similar
text/music works, sometimes termed "performance novels." These massive pieces have been compared with
Wagner's Ring Cycle for the vastness of their vision, though the materials are completely different, often
incorporating noise backgrounds, vernacular music, and highly structured, even serialized, musical
structures. x000B__ x000B_Drawing on extensive research into Ashley's early yearsin Ann Arbor and
interviews with Ashley and his collaborators, Kyle Gann chronicles the life and work of this musical
innovator and provides an overview of the avant-garde milieu of the 1960s and 1970s to which he was so
central. Gann examines al nine of Ashley's magjor operasto date in detail, along with many minor works,
revealing the fanatical structures that underlie Ashley's music aswell as private references hidden in his
opera librettos. x000B_
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From reader reviews:
Lois Reyna:

The book Robert Ashley (American Composers) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Robert Ashley (American
Composers) to become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like
available and read a reserve Robert Ashley (American Composers). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Denise Niemi:

This Robert Ashley (American Composers) are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Robert Ashley (American Composers) can be among the great books you must have
isgiving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Robert Ashley (American Composers) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Robert Berman:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. Thisreserve Robert Ashley (American Composers) was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
guide. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Douglas Brim:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the
book Robert Ashley (American Composers) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Robert Ashley (American Composers). Y ou can
more attractive than now.
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