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The battlefield reputation of Confederate general Nathan Bedford Forrest, long recognized as a formidable
warrior, has been shaped by one infamous wartime incident. At Fort Pillow in 1864, the attack by
Confederate forces under Forrest’s command left many of the Tennessee Unionists and black soldiers
garrisoned there dead in a confrontation widely labeled as a “massacre.” In The River Was Dyed with Blood,
best-selling Forrest biographer Brian Steel Wills argues that although atrocities did occur after the fall of the
fort, Forrest did not order or intend a systematic execution of its defenders. Rather, the general’s great failing
was losing control of his troops.

A prewar slave trader and owner, Forrest was a controversial figure throughout his lifetime. Because the
attack on Fort Pillow—which, as Forrest wrote, left the nearby waters “dyed with blood”—occurred in an
election year, Republicans used him as a convenient Confederate scapegoat to marshal support for the war.
After the war he also became closely associated with the spread of the Ku Klux Klan. Consequently, the man
himself, and the truth about Fort Pillow, has remained buried beneath myths, legends, popular depictions,
and disputes about the events themselves.

Wills sets what took place at Fort Pillow in the context of other wartime excesses from the American
Revolution to World War II and Vietnam, as well as the cultural transformations brought on by the Civil
War. Confederates viewed black Union soldiers as the embodiment of slave rebellion and reacted
accordingly. Nevertheless, Wills concludes that the engagement was neither a massacre carried out
deliberately by Forrest, as charged by a congressional committee, nor solely a northern fabrication meant to
discredit him and the Confederate States of America, as pro-Southern apologists have suggested. The battle-
scarred fighter with his homespun aphorisms was neither an infallible warrior nor a heartless butcher, but a
product of his time and his heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Warfield:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The River Was
Dyed with Blood: Nathan Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Jessica Peacock:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The River Was Dyed with
Blood: Nathan Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Avis Marguez:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The River Was Dyed with Blood: Nathan
Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bernard Taylor:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's spirit or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The River Was Dyed with Blood: Nathan Bedford Forrest and Fort Pillow
can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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