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This is a comprehensive interpretive history of Russia from the defeat of Napoleon to the eve of World War
I. It is the first such work by a post-Soviet Russian scholar to appear in English. Drawing on the latest
Russian and Western historical scholarship, Alexander Polunov examines the decay of the two central
institutions of tsarist Russia: serfdom and autocracy. Polunov explains how the major social groups - the
gentry, merchants, petty townspeople, peasants, and ethnic minorities - reacted to the Great Reforms, and
why, despite the emergence of a civil society and capitalist institutions, a reformist, evolutionary path did not
become an alternative to the Revolution of 1917. He provides detailed portraits of many tsarist bureaucrats
and political reformers, complete with quotations from their writings, to explain how the principle of
autocracy, although significantly weakened by the Great Reforms in mid-century, reasserted itself under the
last two emperors. Polunov stresses the relevance, for Russians in the post-Soviet period, of issues that
remained unresolved in the pre-Revolutionary period, such as the question of private property in land and the
relationship between state regulation and private initiative in the economy.
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From reader reviews:

Pearlie Henry:

This Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy,
Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914:
Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) without we recognize teach the
one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Russia in the
Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social
Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Russia in
the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social
Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Diane Williams:

Here thing why this Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914:
Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-
1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with
Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform,
and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Russia in the Nineteenth Century:
Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914
(New Russian History) in e-book can be your choice.

Nancy Wiersma:

Often the book Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914:
Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get
the point easily after perusing this book.



Louise Hacker:

Russia in the Nineteenth Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform,
and Social Change, 1814-1914 (New Russian History) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Russia in the Nineteenth
Century: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-1914: Autocracy, Reform, and Social Change, 1814-
1914 (New Russian History) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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