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European and American scholars from the eighteenth through the mid-twentieth centuries thought that all
societies passed through the same developmental stages, from primitive to advanced. Implicit in this
developmental paradigm—one that has affected generations of thought on societal development—was the
assumption that one could "read history sideways." That is, one could see what the earlier stages of a modern
Western society looked like by examining contemporaneous so-called primitive societies in other parts of the
world.

In Reading History Sideways, leading family scholar Arland Thornton demonstrates how this approach,
though long since discredited, has permeated Western ideas and values about the family. Further, its
domination of social science for centuries caused the misinterpretation of Western trends in family structure,
marriage, fertility, and parent-child relations. Revisiting the "developmental fallacy," Thornton here traces its
central role in changes in the Western world, from marriage to gender roles to adolescent sexuality. Through
public policies, aid programs, and colonialism, it continues to reshape families in non-Western societies as
well.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of
the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and Development Series).

Katie Johnson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Reading History Sideways: The
Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and Development
Series) to read.

Mary Mohammad:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Reading History Sideways:
The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life (Population and
Development Series) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Carla Helton:

Reading History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family
Life (Population and Development Series) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Reading
History Sideways: The Fallacy and Enduring Impact of the Developmental Paradigm on Family Life
(Population and Development Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the



hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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