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Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana offers the first biography of one of Louisiana's most intriguing nineteenth-
century politicians and a founder of Tulane University. Gibson (1832–1892) grew up on his family's sugar
plantation in Terrebonne Parish and was educated at Yale University before studying law at the University of
Louisiana in New Orleans. He purchased a sugar plantation in Lafourche Parish in 1858 and became heavily
involved in the pro-secession faction of the Democratic Party. Elected colonel of the Thirteenth Louisiana
Volunteer Regiment at the start of the Civil War, he commanded a brigade in the Battle of Shiloh and fought
in all of the subsequent campaigns of the Army of Tennessee, concluding in 1865 with the Battle of Spanish
Fort.

As Gibson struggled to establish a law practice in postwar New Orleans, he experienced a profound change
in his thinking and came to believe that the elimination of slavery was the one good outcome of the South's
defeat. Joining Louisiana's Conservative political faction, he advocated for a postwar unification government
that included African Americans. Elected to Congress in 1874, Gibson was directly involved in the creation
of the Electoral Commission that resulted in the Compromise of 1877 and peacefully solved the disputed
1876 presidential election. He crafted legislation for the Mississippi River Commission in 1879, which
eventually resulted in millions of federal dollars for flood control.

Gibson was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1880 and became Louisiana's leading "minister of reconciliation"
with his northern colleagues and its chief political spokesman during the highly volatile Gilded Age. He
deplored the growing gap between the rich and the poor and embraced a reformist agenda that included
federal funding for public schools and legislation for levee construction, income taxes, and the direct election
of senators. This progressive stance made Gibson one of the last patrician Democrats whose noblesse oblige
politics sought common middle ground between the extreme political and social positions of his era. At the
request of wealthy New Orleans merchant Paul Tulane, Gibson took charge of Tulane's educational
endowment and helped design the university that bears Tulane's name, serving as the founding president of
the board of administrators.

Highly readable and thoroughly researched, Mary Gorton McBride's absorbing biography illuminates in
dramatic fashion the life and times of a unique Louisianan.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bunnell:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and
New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series).

Kathryn Botello:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read will be Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer
(Southern Biography Series).

Robert Nichols:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Randall Lee Gibson of
Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series) is simple bringing
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lillian Trimmer:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana:
Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series) can be the respond to, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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