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Robert J. Cabin uses the restoration of tropical dry forestland in Hawaii as an in-depth case study to
investigate the scientific, practical, and philosophical issues associated with performing ecological
restoration in the messy real world.
 
Interweaving entertaining narratives of his own on-the-ground experiences as a practicing restorationist with
reflections about his scientific training and background, Cabin explores the relationship between science and
practice in ecological restoration. He observes that because restoration can be complex and value-driven, its
implementation often turns out to be as much interdisciplinary art as hard science. 
Despite the often distinct cultures and methodologies of scientists and practitioners, Cabin shows how each
has a vital role in effective restoration and offers suggestions for improving working relationships.

One approach he advocates is what he calls "intelligent tinkering," after the work of Aldo Leopold. In this
model, practitioners employ the same kind of careful but informal trial-and-error strategy followed by such
groups as indigenous peoples and hobbyist mechanics. Cabin illustrates the power of intelligent tinkering
using examples from his own work and other restoration projects.

The gap between science and practice is not unique to ecological restoration; it is a widespread problem
across all fields of applied science. Written in a clear and engaging style, Intelligent Tinkering offers an
insightful look at the underlying causes of the problem, along with invaluable suggestions for addressing it.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Intelligent Tinkering:
Bridging the Gap between Science and Practice (The Science and Practice of Ecological Restoration Series)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Donna Jost:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Intelligent
Tinkering: Bridging the Gap between Science and Practice (The Science and Practice of Ecological
Restoration Series) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Intelligent Tinkering: Bridging the Gap between Science and Practice (The Science and
Practice of Ecological Restoration Series)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Lorraine Edler:

Beside that Intelligent Tinkering: Bridging the Gap between Science and Practice (The Science and Practice
of Ecological Restoration Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Intelligent Tinkering:
Bridging the Gap between Science and Practice (The Science and Practice of Ecological Restoration Series)
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you do not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Gary Carter:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Intelligent Tinkering: Bridging the Gap between Science and Practice (The Science and Practice of
Ecological Restoration Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about



publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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