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As the world prepared for war in the 1930s, the United States discovered that it faced the real threat of
foreign spies stealing military and industrial secrets-and that it had no established means to combat them.
Into that breach stepped J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI.

Although the FBI's expanded role in World War II has been well documented, few have examined the crucial
period before Pearl Harbor when the Bureau's powers secretly expanded to face the developing international
emergency. Former FBI agent Raymond Batvinis now tells how the Bureau grew from a small law
enforcement unit into America's first organized counterespionage and counterintelligence service. Batvinis
examines the FBI's emerging new roles during the two decades leading up to America's entry into World
War II to show how it cooperated and competed with other federal agencies. He takes readers behind the
scenes, as the State Department and Hoover fought fiercely over the control of counterintelligence, and tells
how the agency combined its crime-fighting expertise with its new wiretapping authority to spy on foreign
agents.

Based on newly declassified documents and interviews with former agents, Batvinis's account reconstructs
and greatly expands our understanding of the FBI's achievements and failures during this period. Among
these were the Bureau's mishandling of the 1938 Rumrich/Griebl spy case, which Hoover slyly used to
broaden his agency's powers; its cracking of the Duquesne Espionage Case in 1941, which enabled Hoover
to boost public and congressional support to new heights; and its failure to understand the value of Soviet
agent Walter Krivitsky, which slowed Bureau efforts to combat Soviet espionage in America.

In addition, Batvinis offers a new view of the relationship between the FBI and the military, cites the crucial
contributions of British intelligence to the FBI's counterintelligence education, and reveals the agency's
ultra-secret role in mining financial records for the Treasury Department. He also reviews the early days of
the top-secret Special Intelligence Service, which quietly dispatched FBI agents posing as businessmen to
South America to spy on their governments.

With an insider's knowledge and a storyteller's skill, Batvinis provides a page-turning history narrative that
greatly revises our views of the FBI—and also resonates powerfully with our own post-9/11 world.
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From reader reviews:

Greta Harty:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence.

Billy Stinson:

This The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence can
bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Monica Philson:

The book untitled The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in
the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Donna Moore:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence
to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and
examine it. Beside that the reserve The Origins of FBI Counterintelligence can to be your brand-new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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