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Zen Masters of Japan is the second book in a series that traces Zen's profoundly historic journey as it spread
eastward from China and Japan, toward the United States. Following Zen Masters of China, this book
concentrates on Zen's significant passage through Japan. More specifically, it describes the lineage of the
great teachers, the Pioneers who set out to enlighten an island ready for an inner transformation based on
compassionate awareness.

While the existing Buddhist establishment in Japan met early Zen pioneers like Dogen and Eisai with fervent
resistance, Zen Buddhism ultimately perservered and continued to become further transformed in its passage
through Japan. The Japanese culture and Japanese Buddhism practices further deepened and strengthened
Zen training by combining it with a variety of esoteric contemplative arts—the arts of poetry, the tea
ceremony, calligraphy, and archery. Zen Masters of Japan chronicles this journey, and shows how the new
practices soon gained in popularity among all walks of life—from the lowly peasant, offering a hope of
reincarnation and a better life; to the Samurai warrior due to its casual approach to death; to the ruling
classes, challenging the intelligentsia because of its scholarly roots. A collection of Zen stories, meditation,
and their wisdom, Zen Masters of Japan also explores the illusive state of 'No Mind' achieved in Japan that is
so fundamental to Zen practices today.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gillon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Zen Masters
of Japan: The Second Step East? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Sheila Cyr:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer connected
with Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East content conveys the thought easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue
to thinking Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Latasha Hisle:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East can give you a
lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East.

Irene Hoyt:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside
that the book Zen Masters of Japan: The Second Step East can to be your brand new friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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