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Françoise d'Aubigné, marquise de Maintenon and secret wife of the Sun King, Louis XIV, was born in a
bleak French prison in 1635, her father a condemned traitor and murderer, her mother the warden's seduced
daughter. A timely pardon and a hopeful Caribbean colonial venture failed to mend the family's fortunes, and
Françoise was reduced to begging in the streets. Yet, armed with beauty, intellect, and shrewd judgment, she
was to make her way to the center of power at Versailles, the most opulent and ambitious court in all Europe.

At fifteen, she was married off to the forty-two-year-old satirical poet Paul Scarron, a former roué now
grievously deformed by rheumatism—"a sort of human Z," as he described himself. Despite his ailments,
Scarron presided over the liveliest and most scandalous literary salon in Paris, and Françoise quickly became
its most prized ornament.

After Scarron's death, she enjoyed a merry widowhood in the fashionable Marais district, in the company of
the courtesan Ninon de Lenclos and the King's splendid mistress, Athénaïs de Montespan, who made the
young widow governess to her brood of illegitimate children. The appointment transformed Françoise's life,
but was fatal to the temperamental Athénaïs herself, with the King soon turning his attentions to the graceful
governess. Françoise was raised to the nobility as Madame de Maintenon—and, unofficially, "Madame de
Maintenant," the lady of the moment.
The acclaimed biographer Veronica Buckley traces the extraordinary story of Françoise's progress from
pauper child to salonnière to the compromised position of Louis's secret wife and uncrowned Queen. An
absolute ruler, Louis turned away his many other mistresses to live with Françoise only, trusting her as his
closest confidante and remaining in love with her for forty years.

Sparkling with the irresistible wit of contemporary chroniclers such as Madame de Sévigné, this exactingly
researched biography is a pinnacle of the form. In vibrant colors, The Secret Wife of Louis XIV paints a
portrait of Europe in an age of violent change, and the Sun King's France in the process of becoming its
modern self.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Scott:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then
having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we
give you this kind of The Secret Wife of Louis XIV: Françoise d'Aubigné, Madame de Maintenon book as
beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jonathan Garcia:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Secret Wife of Louis XIV:
Françoise d'Aubigné, Madame de Maintenon is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jamey Norton:

Beside this The Secret Wife of Louis XIV: Françoise d'Aubigné, Madame de Maintenon in your phone, it
might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Secret Wife of Louis XIV: Françoise d'Aubigné, Madame de
Maintenon because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it?
Find this book along with read it from currently!

Kimberly Foust:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Secret Wife of Louis
XIV: Françoise d'Aubigné, Madame de Maintenon can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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