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The idea that there once existed a language which perfectly and unambiguously expressed the essence of all
possible things and concepts has occupied the minds of philosophers, theologians, mystics and others for at
least two millennia. This is an investigation into the history of that idea and of its profound influence on
European thought, culture and history.

From the early Dark Ages to the Renaissance it was widely believed that the language spoken in the Garden
of Eden was just such a language, and that all current languages were its decadent descendants from the
catastrophe of the Fall and at Babel. The recovery of that language would, for theologians, express the nature
of divinity, for cabbalists allow access to hidden knowledge and power, and for philosophers reveal the
nature of truth. Versions of these ideas remained current in the Enlightenment, and have recently received
fresh impetus in attempts to create a natural language for artificial intelligence.

The story that Umberto Eco tells ranges widely from the writings of Augustine, Dante, Descartes and
Rousseau, arcane treatises on cabbalism and magic, to the history of the study of language and its origins. He
demonstrates the initimate relation between language and identity and describes, for example, how and why
the Irish, English, Germans and Swedes - one of whom presented God talking in Swedish to Adam, who
replied in Danish, while the serpent tempted Eve in French - have variously claimed their language as closest
to the original. He also shows how the late eighteenth-century discovery of a proto-language (Indo-
European) for the Aryan peoples was perverted to support notions of racial superiority.

To this subtle exposition of a history of extraordinary complexity, Umberto Eco links the associated history
of the manner in which the sounds of language and concepts have been written and symbolized. Lucidly and
wittily written, the book is, in sum, a tour de force of scholarly detection and cultural interpretation,
providing a series of original perspectives on two thousand years of European History.

The paperback edition of this book is not available through Blackwell outside of North America.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Daniels:

Often the book The Search for the Perfect Language (The Making of Europe) has a lot details on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after reading this article book.

Donna Kerns:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Search for the Perfect Language (The
Making of Europe) reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Search for the Perfect Language (The
Making of Europe) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break
don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

George Tucker:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Search for the Perfect Language (The
Making of Europe) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Hector Medlin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Search for the Perfect Language (The Making of Europe) was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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