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This book uses historical and interview data to trace the development of Puerto Rican identity in the 20th
century. It analyzes how and why Puerto Ricans have maintained a clear sense of distinctiveness in the face
of direct and indirect pressures on their identity. After gaining sovereignty over Puerto Rico from Spain in
1898, the United States undertook a sustained campaign to Americanize the island. Despite 50 years of
active Americanization and another 40 years of continued United States sovereignty over the island, Puerto
Ricans retain a sense of themselves as distinctly and proudly Puerto Rican. This study examines the symbols
of Puerto Rican identity, and their use in the complex politics of the island. It shows that identity is dynamic,
it is experienced differently by individuals across Puerto Rican society, and that the key symbols of Puerto
Rican identity have not remained static over time. Through the study of Puerto Rico, the book investigates
and challenges the widely-heard argument that the inevitable result of the export of U.S. mass media and
consumer culture throughout the world is the weakening of cultural identities in receiving societies. The
book develops the idea that external pressure on collective identity may strengthen that identity rather than,
as is often assumed, diminish it.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Puerto
Rico: Culture, Politics, and Identity? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Gina Keller:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Puerto Rico: Culture,
Politics, and Identity suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Puerto Rico: Culture, Politics, and Identityis one of several books which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Charles Barton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Puerto Rico: Culture,
Politics, and Identity that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Puerto Rico: Culture, Politics, and Identity become your
starter.

Hilda Dolan:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Puerto Rico: Culture,
Politics, and Identity which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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