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This is the first complete biography of T. Balasaraswati (1918–1984), a dancer and musician from southern
India who became recognized worldwide as one of the great performing artists of the twentieth century. In
India she was a legend in her own time, acclaimed before she was thirty years old as the great dancer of
traditional bharata natyam. Balasaraswati was a passionate revolutionary, an entirely modern artist whose
impact was proclaimed by some of the most prominent figures in contemporary dance in India and the West.
Her art and life defined the heart of a tradition. Her life story offers an extraordinary view of the enigmatic
matrilineal devadasi community and traditional artistic practice from which modern South Indian dance
styles have emerged. This deeply engaging biography draws together Balasaraswati’s personal account of
her life and her reflections on the process of making dance and music. It includes the commentary of family
members and dozens of contemporaries from throughout her fifty-year career, revealing hereditary artistic
values and conventions that have virtually disappeared in modern India. The book is generously illustrated
with rare historical photos and a duotone gallery of distinguished photographers’ images of Balasaraswati’s
dancing.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Kennedy:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The
Driftless Series) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jennifer Galaviz:

This Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series) usually are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless
Series) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand
it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Wesley McFarland:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing
that fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The
Driftless Series) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Anna Williams:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless Series) can
give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make
you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have Balasaraswati: Her Art and Life (The Driftless
Series).
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