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In 1964, as the polarizing Civil Rights Act made its way through the House and Senate, and Congress
navigated one of the most tumultuous eras in American history, a Harris Poll put the institution's approval
rating at 60 percent. Why then, fifty years later, has the public's approval of Congress eroded to an all-time
low of 10 percent? Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens seeks to isolate
the reasons for Congress's staggering decline in public opinion, and to propose remedies to reverse the grave
dysfunction in America's most important political institution.

Aided by the input of retired members of Congress from both major parties, editor Robert Mann and his
fellow contributors identify paralyzing partisan rancor as perhaps the most significant reason for the
American public's declining support of its main representative body. The lack of mutual trust within
Congress reflects (and creates) the suspicion and animosity of the great majority of Americans. Working
Congress argues that members of Congress must find a path to cooperation if they are to function as the
representative institution the Founders intended.

Trenchant chapters by Mickey Edwards, Ross K. Baker, Frances E. Lee, Brian L. Fife, Susan Herbst, and
Mark Kennedy analyze the problems and challenges facing Congress and suggest solutions to counteract
partisan gridlock. Though these scholars and former members share a conviction that men and women of
good will can and should work together, they do not assume that their solutions will herald a bipartisan
utopia. Instead, they recognize that Congress is, and will always be, a work in progress.
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From reader reviews:

Priscilla McCreary:

The book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public
Affairs) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and
Public Affairs) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a e-
book Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Gilbert Kimmel:

Here thing why that Working Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and
Public Affairs) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Working Congress: A Guide for
Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Working Congress:
A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs). It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Working
Congress: A Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) in e-book can be
your choice.

Vicki Harris:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Working Congress: A Guide for
Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Working Congress: A
Guide for Senators, Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) become your starter.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Working Congress: A Guide for Senators,



Representatives, and Citizens (Media and Public Affairs) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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