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In this completely revised and updated ACLU handbook, Levy and Rubenstein use a simple question-and-
answer format to clearly and concisely explain the rights of people with mental disabilities.

People with mental disabilities, whether with mental illness or mental retardation, have endured along
history of degradation, stigma, fear, and even hatred. In the 1920s, they were considered a"blight on
mankind." Government publications described people with mental retardation, for example, as a"parasitic,
predatory class’ and a "danger to the race." Writing for the Supreme Court about whether society had the
right to sterilize awoman based on the allegation that she was mentally retarded, Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes described people with mental retardation as a"menace" who "sap the strength of the state...Itis
better for all the world if, instead of waiting to execute degenerate offspring for crime, or let them starve for
their imbecility, society can prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing their kind." Holmes
concluded, "Three generations of imbeciles are enough.”

Massive changesin attitude and in legidation have occurred since that infamous Holmes dictum. The
struggle has been arduous—and certainly is not over—but progress has been made. The movement to
establish and protect the rights of people with mental disabilities has entailed an effort to gain fair and equal
treatment and to foster the respect and dignity every human being deserves.

Levy and Rubenstein here address the recent devel opment of a self-advocacy movement among mentally
disabled persons and the corresponding new concepts in the design and provision of services for them.
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From reader reviews:
Delia Black:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled The Rights of People with Mental Disabilities: The Authoritative
Guide to the Rights of People with Mental 1llness and Mental Retardation (ACLU Handbook). Try to make
book The Rights of People with Mental Disabilities: The Authoritative Guide to the Rights of People with
Mental IlIness and Mental Retardation (ACLU Handbook) as your close friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Y eah,
itisvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So, let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Barbara Taylor:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is aways change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Rights of People
with Mental Disabilities: The Authoritative Guide to the Rights of People with Mental 1lIness and Mental
Retardation (ACLU Handbook) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Virginia Swain:

The ability that you get from The Rights of People with Mental Disabilities: The Authoritative Guide to the
Rights of People with Mental IlIness and Mental Retardation (ACLU Handbook) will be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but The Rights of People with Mental Disabilities: The Authoritative
Guide to the Rights of People with Mental IlIness and Mental Retardation (ACLU Handbook) giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by ssimply
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having that The Rights of People with Mental Disabilities: The
Authoritative Guide to the Rights of People with Mental I1Iness and Mental Retardation (ACLU Handbook)
instantly.

Mildred Lucas:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or



their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, aswell as playing
video games al day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read a new
book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book The Rights of People with Mental Disabilities: The Authoritative Guide to the
Rights of People with Mental |lIness and Mental Retardation (ACLU Handbook) it is extremely good to
read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQore easily
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.
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