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Wayang kulit, or shadow puppetry, connects a mythic past to the present through public ritual performance
and is one of most important performance traditions in Bali. The dalang, or puppeteer, is revered in Balinese
society as a teacher and spiritual leader. Recently, women have begun to study and perform in this
traditionally male role, an innovation that has triggered resistance and controversy.

In Women in the Shadows, Jennifer Goodlander draws on her own experience training as a dalang as well as
interviews with early women dealing and leading artists to upend the usual assessments of such gender role
shifts. She argues that rather than assuming that women performers are necessarily mounting a challenge to
tradition, “tradition” in Bali must be understood as a system of power that is inextricably linked to gender
hierarchy.

She examines the very idea of “tradition” and how it forms both an ideological and social foundation in
Balinese culture, and ultimately, Goodlander offers a richer, more complicated understanding of both
tradition and gender in Balinese society. Following in the footsteps of other eminent reflexive ethnographers,
Women in the Shadows will be of value to anyone interested in performance studies, Southeast Asian culture,
or ethnographic methods.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Ellis:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Women in the Shadows: Gender,
Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series) as the daily resource
information.

Alfred Leahy:

Why? Because this Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS
Southeast Asia Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Rosemarie Nicoll:

Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia
Series) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because
this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in
Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Eduardo Fernandez:

This Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia
Series) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Women in the Shadows: Gender, Puppets, and the Power of
Tradition in Bali (Ohio RIS Southeast Asia Series) can be the light food in your case because the information



inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life as well as knowledge.
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