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Theremarkable story of Tupaia, Captain Cook's Polynesian navigator. Winner of NZ Post 2012 Best
General Non-fiction Book Award. 'We are often told what great navigators ancient Polynesians were but
we've seldom had it demonstrated so convincingly or with such clarity.' Paul Little North & South Tupaia,
lauded by Europeans as 'an extraordinary genius, sailed with Captain Cook from Tahiti, piloted the
Endeavour about the South Pacific, and interceded with Maori in NZ. Tupaia, a gifted linguist, a brilliant
orator, and amost devious politician, could aptly be called the Machiavelli of Tahiti. Being highly skilled in
astronomy, navigation, and meteorology, and an expert in the geography of the Pacific, he was able to name
directional stars and predict landfalls and weather throughout the voyage from Tahiti to Java. Though he had
no previous knowledge of writing or mapmaking, Tupaia drew a chart of the Pacific that encompassed every
major group in Polynesia and extended more than 4,000 kilometres from the Marquesas to Rotuma and Fiji.
He was also the ship's translator, able to communicate with al the Polynesian people they met. Asaman of
high social ranking, Tupaia performed as an able intermediary, interpreting local rituals and ceremonies.
Joseph Banksis famous for his detailed, perceptive descriptions of the manners and customs of the
Polynesian people. Much of the credit for this belongs to Tupaia. Not only did Tupaia become one of the
ship'simportant artists, drawing lively picturesto illustrate what he described, but he could justly be called
the Pacific's first anthropologist. Despite all this, Tupaia has never been part of the popular Captain Cook
legend. Thisislargely because he died of complications from scurvy seven months before the ship arrived
home. Once he was gone, his accomplishments were easily forgotten-indeed, by removing Tupaia from the
story, what the Europeans had achieved seemed all the greater. This fascinating, handsome book also won the
2012 PANZ Book Design Award for best cover.
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From reader reviews:
Mindy Simmons:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of
Captain Cook's Polynesian Navigator will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored.
It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Sophia Morrison:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thisaren't like that. This Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's Polynesian Navigator book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's Polynesian Navigator content conveys
thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different available asit. So, do you continue to thinking Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain
Cook's Polynesian Navigator is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Ruth Frye:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of
Captain Cook's Polynesian Navigator why because the great cover that make you consider about the content
will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Misty Ware:

This Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's Polynesian Navigator is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data
init. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Tupaia: The Remarkable Story of Captain Cook's Polynesian
Navigator in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say



that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book aready do that. So, thisis
certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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