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From master storyteller and historian H. W. Brands, twice a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, comes the
riveting story of how President Harry Truman and General Douglas MacArthur squared off to decide
America's future in the aftermath of World War II.

At the height of the Korean War, President Harry S. Truman committed a gaffe that sent shock waves around
the world. When asked by a reporter about the possible use of atomic weapons in response to China's entry
into the war, Truman replied testily, "The military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the
weapons, as he always has." This suggested that General Douglas MacArthur, the willful, fearless, and
highly decorated commander of the American and U.N. forces, had his finger on the nuclear trigger. A
correction quickly followed, but the damage was done; two visions for America's path forward were clearly
in opposition, and one man would have to make way.
     Truman was one of the most unpopular presidents in American history. Heir to a struggling economy, a
ruined Europe, and increasing tension with the Soviet Union, on no issue was the path ahead clear and easy.
General MacArthur, by contrast, was incredibly popular, as untouchable as any officer has ever been in
America. The lessons he drew from World War II were absolute: appeasement leads to disaster and a
showdown with the communists was inevitable--the sooner the better. In the nuclear era, when the Soviets,
too, had the bomb, the specter of a catastrophic third World War lurked menacingly close on the horizon.
     The contest of wills between these two titanic characters unfolds against the turbulent backdrop of a
faraway war and terrors conjured at home by Joseph McCarthy. From the drama of Stalin's blockade of West
Berlin to the daring landing of MacArthur's forces at Inchon to the shocking entrance of China into the war,
The General and the President vividly evokes the making of a new American era.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Counts:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one form
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The The General vs. the President: MacArthur
and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Marlene Wiedman:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The General vs. the President: MacArthur and
Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The General
vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Donald Link:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The General vs. the President:
MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Santiago Johnson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The General vs. the President:
MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War or others sources were given expertise for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional



case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at
the Brink of Nuclear War to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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