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The spirit of inquiry is the engine of democracy. The democratic process is nothing less than citizens
regularly asking what kind of society they want to live in and whom they want to lead them. But more and
more people are avoiding the whole messy business of questioning. Americans are instead being trained to
look for ready-made answers, with potentially dire implications for the health of our society.

In thisimpassioned new book, Andrea Batista Schlesinger argues that we' re besieged by cultural forces that
urge us to avoid independent thought and critical analysis. The media reduces politics to a spectator sport,
focusing on polls and personalities rather than issues and ideas. Schools teach to standardized tests—students
learn to fill in the bubbles, not open their minds. “Financial literacy” courses have replaced civics classes,
graduating smart shoppers rather than informed citizens. Even the Internet promotes habits that discourage
inquiry. Regurgitating search-engine results becomes a substitute for genuine research and reflection. Social
networks promote connection rather than engagement. With all the information available online, over athird
of those younger than twenty-five say they get no news on atypical day, up from 25 percent in 1998.

The situation isn’t hopeless. Batista Schlesinger spotlights individuals and institutions across the country that
are working to renew a healthy sense of curiosity and skepticism, particularly in American’syouth. It is, at
this point, an uphill battle but one well worth undertaking. The Death of “Why?’ offers both a penetrating
socio-cultural critique of our current path and away forward for cultivating inquiry and reinvigorating our
democracy.
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From reader reviews:
GeneKirkland:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Death of "Why?: The Decline of Questioning and
the Future of Democracy. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we
know about how isimportant the book The Death of "Why?: The Decline of Questioning and the Future of
Democracy. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able
to open abook as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Clement Williams:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story as well astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authorsin thisworld aways try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them isthis The
Death of "Why?: The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy.

Bryan Lewis:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that islook different you can read
abook. Itisreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading areserve. The book The Death of "Why?: The Decline of Questioning and the Future of Democracy
it is extremely good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-
book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
offers high quality.

Melinda Walton:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Death of 'Why?: The Decline of
Questioning and the Future of Democracy to make your current reading is interesting. Y our own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you



enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto be first opinion for you to
like to available abook and study it. Beside that the e-book The Death of 'Why?': The Decline of
Questioning and the Future of Democracy can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of the time.
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