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Worldwide, more people die by suicide than by murder, and many more are left behind to grieve. Despite
distressing statistics that show suicide rates rising, the subject, long a taboo, is infrequently talked about. In
this sweeping intellectual and cultural history, poet and historian Jennifer Michael Hecht channels her grief
for two friends lost to suicide into a search for history’s most persuasive arguments against the irretrievable
act, arguments she hopes to bring back into public consciousness.
 
From the Stoics and the Bible to Dante, Shakespeare, Wittgenstein, and such twentieth-century writers as
John Berryman, Hecht recasts the narrative of our “secular age” in new terms. She shows how religious
prohibitions against self-killing were replaced by the Enlightenment’s insistence on the rights of the
individual, even when those rights had troubling applications. This transition, she movingly argues, resulted
in a profound cultural and moral loss: the loss of shared, secular, logical arguments against suicide. By
examining how people in other times have found powerful reasons to stay alive when suicide seems a
tempting choice, she makes a persuasive intellectual and moral case against suicide.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Partee:

The book Stay: A History of Suicide and the Philosophies Against It can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Stay: A History of
Suicide and the Philosophies Against It? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Stay: A History of Suicide and the Philosophies Against It has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book.
So it is very wonderful.

Erik Herrera:

This Stay: A History of Suicide and the Philosophies Against It are generally reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Stay: A History of Suicide and the
Philosophies Against It can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed ones. Beside that this Stay: A History of Suicide and the Philosophies Against It giving you
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Otten:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this Stay: A History of Suicide and the Philosophies Against It, you are able to tells your
family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Janice Wilham:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Stay: A History of Suicide and the Philosophies Against It was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research



competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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