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This groundbreaking study finds Southern Baptists more diverse in
their attitudes toward segregation than previously assumed.

Focusing on the eleven states of the old Confederacy,
Getting Right with God examines the evolution of Southern Baptists'
attitudes toward African Americans during a tumultuous period of change
in the United States. Mark Newman not only offers an in-depth analysis
of Baptist institutions from the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) and
state conventions to colleges and churches but also probes beyond these
by examining the response of pastors and lay people to changing race relations.

The SBC long held that legal segregation was in line with
biblical teachings, but after the Supreme Court's 1954 Brown vs. Board
of Education decision in favor of desegregating public institutions,
some Southern Baptists found an inconsistency in their basic beliefs. Newman
identifies three major blocs of Baptist opinion about race relations: a
hard-line segregationist minority that believed God had ordained slavery
in the Bible; a more moderate majority that accepted the prevailing social
order of racial segregation; and a progressive group of lay people, pastors,
and denominational leaders who criticized and ultimately rejected discrimination
as contrary to biblical teachings.

According to Newman, the efforts of the progressives to
appeal to Baptists' primary commitments and the demise of de jure segregation
caused many moderate and then hard-line segregationists to gradually relinquish
their views, leading to the 1995 apology by the Southern Baptist Convention
for its complicity in slavery and racism. Comparing Southern Baptists to
other major white denominations, Newman concludes that lay Baptists differed
little from other white southerners in their response to segregation.
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From reader reviews:

Lester Jaworski:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Getting Right With God: Southern Baptists and
Desegregation, 1945-1995 (Religion & American Culture) as your daily resource information.

Daniel Smith:

Typically the book Getting Right With God: Southern Baptists and Desegregation, 1945-1995 (Religion &
American Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book
Getting Right With God: Southern Baptists and Desegregation, 1945-1995 (Religion & American Culture) is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Esther Watson:

The reserve with title Getting Right With God: Southern Baptists and Desegregation, 1945-1995 (Religion &
American Culture) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.

Carole Garner:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book Getting Right With God: Southern
Baptists and Desegregation, 1945-1995 (Religion & American Culture) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the
reserve Getting Right With God: Southern Baptists and Desegregation, 1945-1995 (Religion & American
Culture) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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