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Figure and Likeness presents a thought-provoking new account of Byzantine iconoclasm--the fundamental
crisis in Christian visual representation during the eighth and ninth centuries that defined the terms of
Christianity's relationship to the painted image. Charles Barber rejects the conventional means of analyzing
this crisis, which seeks its origin in political and other social factors. Instead, he argues, iconoclasm is
primarily a matter of theology and aesthetic theory.

Working between the theological texts and the visual materials, Barber demonstrates that in challenging the
validity of iconic representation, iconoclasts were asking: How can an image depict an incomprehensible
God? In response, iconophile theologians gradually developed a notion of representation that distinguished
the work of art from the subject it depicted. As such, Barber concludes, they were forced to move the
language describing the icon beyond that of theology. This pivotal step allowed these theologians, of whom
Patriarch Nikephoros and Theodore of Stoudios were the most important, to define and defend a specifically
Christian art.

In highlighting this outcome and also in offering a full and clearly rendered account of iconoclastic notions
of Christian representation, Barber reveals that the notion of art was indeed central to the unfolding of
iconoclasm. The implications of this study reach well beyond the dispute it considers. Barber fundamentally
revises not only our understanding of Byzantine art in the years succeeding the iconoclastic dispute, but also
of Christian painting in the centuries to come.
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From reader reviews:

Cedric Baker:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has several
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Figure and Likeness: On the Limits of
Representation in Byzantine Iconoclasm. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Aaron Marks:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Figure and Likeness: On the Limits of Representation
in Byzantine Iconoclasm why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Roy Taylor:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Figure and Likeness: On the Limits of Representation in Byzantine Iconoclasm can be
your answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

James Rohrbach:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended to you is Figure and Likeness: On the Limits of Representation in
Byzantine Iconoclasm this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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