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The Renaissance was a diverse phenomenon, marked by innovation and economic expansion, the rise of
powerful rulers, religious reforms, and social change. Encompassing the entire continent, Renaissance
Architecture examines the rich variety of buildings that emerged during these seminal centuries of European
history.

Although marked by the rise of powerful individuals, both patrons and architects, the Renaissance was
equally a time of growing group identities and communities - and architecture provided the public face to
these new identities . Religious reforms in northern Europe, spurred on by Martin Luther, rejected traditional
church function and decoration, and proposed new models. Political ambitions required new buildings to
satisfy court rituals. Territory, nature, and art intersected to shape new
landscapes and building types. Classicism came to be the international language of an educated architect and
an ambitious patron, drawing on the legacy of ancient Rome. Yet the richness of the medieval tradition
continued to be used throughout Europe, often alongside classical buildings.

Examining each of these areas by turn, this book offers a broad cultural history of the period as well as a
completely new approach to the history of Renaissance architecture. The work of well-known architects such
as Michelangelo and Andrea Palladio is examined alongside lesser known though no less innovative
designers such as Juan Guas in Portugal and Benedikt Ried in Prague and Eastern Europe. Drawing on the
latest research, it also covers more recent areas of interest such as the story of
women as patrons and the emotional effect of Renaissance buildings, as well as the impact of architectural
publications and travel on the emerging new architectural culture across Europe. As such, it provides a
compelling introduction to the subject for all those interested in the history of
architecture, society, and culture in the Renaissance, and European culture in general.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Renaissance
Architecture (Oxford History of Art)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have different opinion?

Jason Hill:

The feeling that you get from Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of Art) will be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of Art) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Renaissance Architecture
(Oxford History of Art) instantly.

Robert Russo:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Renaissance
Architecture (Oxford History of Art) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Michael Jones:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Renaissance Architecture (Oxford History of
Art) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Renaissance Architecture
(Oxford History of Art) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try
to like reading that.
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