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Since its establishment in 1965 the National Endowment for the Humanities has distributed many millions of
dollars in grants. Has the money been well spent? What impact have the Endowment's programs had on the
academic community, the schools, and the public at large?

In this first book-length study of the Endowment, Stephen Miller offers a trenchant analysis of the agency's
origins, its accomplishments, and the criticisms leveled against it. In the political maneuvering that led to its
establishment, Miller sees a basic misunderstanding between those in academia who lobbied for NEH and
those in Congress who were its most enthusiastic supporters. The inevitable result was a confused mandate
that has made the work of the Endowment and the policies of its four chairmen the focus of congressional
and public criticism.

One group of critics has found NEH too elitist?awarding too many grants to scholars at a few major
universities. Others have regarded it as too populist?expending too much on organizations that have little to
do with the humanities. Still others regard its programs as simply a waste of the taxpayers' money.

Excellence and Equity explores the continuing political controversy surrounding NEH and its chairmen and
assesses in detail its impact on the humanities in four major program areas: research, teaching, preservation,
and public programs. The book concludes with recommendations for restructuring the Endowment, for
revising its review procedures, and for improving the process by which its chairman is selected. Only
through such changes, Miller argues, can we hope to foster humanistic scholarship in the coming decades.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohe:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Excellence and Equity: The National Endowment for the Humanities is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Leigh Brown:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Excellence and Equity: The National Endowment for the Humanities.

Steven Green:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Excellence and Equity: The National
Endowment for the Humanities that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you could pick Excellence and Equity: The National Endowment for the Humanities
become your own starter.

Walter Burchett:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Excellence and Equity: The
National Endowment for the Humanities which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.
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