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The drug war that has turned Juárez, Mexico, into a killing field that has claimed more than 7,000 lives since
2008 captures headlines almost daily. But few accounts go all the way down to the streets to investigate the
lives of individual drug users. One of those users, Scott Comar, survived years of heroin addiction and failed
attempts at detox and finally cleaned up in 2003. Now a graduate student at the University of Texas at El
Paso in the history department's borderlands doctoral program, Comar has written Border Junkies, a
searingly honest account of his spiraling descent into heroin addiction, surrender, change, and recovery on
the U.S.-Mexico border.

Border Junkies is the first book ever written about the lifestyle of active addiction on the streets of Juárez.
Comar vividly describes living between the disparate Mexican and American cultures and among the fellow
junkies, drug dealers, hookers, coyote smugglers, thieves, and killers who were his friends and neighbors in
addiction—and the social workers, missionaries, shelter workers, and doctors who tried to help him escape.
With the perspective of his anthropological training, he shows how homelessness, poverty, and addiction all
fuel the use of narcotics and the rise in their consumption on the streets of Juárez and contribute to the
societal decay of this Mexican urban landscape. Comar also offers significant insights into the U.S.-Mexico
borderland's underground and peripheral economy and the ways in which the region's inhabitants adapt to the
local economic terrain.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Johnson:

The feeling that you get from Border Junkies: Addiction and Survival on the Streets of Ju?rez and El Paso
(Inter-America Series) (Inter-American Series) is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
Border Junkies: Addiction and Survival on the Streets of Ju?rez and El Paso (Inter-America Series) (Inter-
American Series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Border
Junkies: Addiction and Survival on the Streets of Ju?rez and El Paso (Inter-America Series) (Inter-American
Series) instantly.

Judith Duncan:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Border Junkies: Addiction and Survival
on the Streets of Ju?rez and El Paso (Inter-America Series) (Inter-American Series) publication written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism Border Junkies: Addiction and Survival on the Streets of Ju?rez
and El Paso (Inter-America Series) (Inter-American Series) as good book not simply by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ethelyn Allen:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Border Junkies: Addiction and
Survival on the Streets of Ju?rez and El Paso (Inter-America Series) (Inter-American Series) can give you a
lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Border Junkies: Addiction and Survival on the Streets
of Ju?rez and El Paso (Inter-America Series) (Inter-American Series).

Lupita Kirch:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is



called of book Border Junkies: Addiction and Survival on the Streets of Ju?rez and El Paso (Inter-America
Series) (Inter-American Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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