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Offering afrank and observant look at gender, education, and identity at acritical juncture in the author's -
and Americas - development, Babes in Boyland bringsto life a pivotal moment in the history of co-
education. It was atime in which hostility to women was still rife (fraternity house banners at Dartmouth
read "Better Dead than Co-Ed"), but one that promised equal education to promising young women. Gina
Barreca entered Dartmouth College as a freshman in 1975, afew short years after the college became co-
educational. As aworking-class girl of Italian-French Canadian descent raised in Brooklyn and Long Island,
Barreca's looks and style set her apart from Dartmouth's blonder, better-heeled undergraduate majority.
Barreca's story begins with a snapshot of her parents - their courtship and marriage, her father's six-day work
week sewing bedspreads and curtainsin New Y ork City's garment district, and her mother's death from lung
and bone cancer ayear before Gina receives news of her acceptance to Dartmouth. With the dubious blessing
of her Italian aunts ("New Hampshire? Y ou gonna go to school in New Hampshire?") , she leaves Long
Island for Hanover, chauffered by her father in their 1967 Buick Skylark. His parting words of advice
become a recurring mantra for the anxious freshman: "Y ou can always take the next bus home." Surveying
the campus on her arrival, Barreca is overcome with a paralyzing sense of inadequacy. But as freshman year
gets underway, she makes friends, starts an unofficial sorority (Tau lota Tau, or TIT) and begins to discover
the joys of afirst-rate education. Over the next three and a half years, self-consciousness gives way to self-
confidence as she tests her wit, intellect, and sexuality in an environment more open to self-expression than
her hometown. Barreca takes the reader to fraternity parties, dorm gossip sessions, working-class dives,
classrooms and dorm rooms. She chronicles the delight of her first romance, the humiliation of her first C-
plus, and the first stirrings of feminist consciousness. Her tale winds up in London, where she spent her last
semester, choosing to graduate ahead of her class with no formal ceremony. Distancing herself from
graduation in this way underscores Barreca's mixed feelings about her experiences at Dartmouth College,
experiences that continue to inspire, haunt, and shape her writing, her teaching, and her life.
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From reader reviews:
Suzanne Cicero:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading abook your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Babesin Boyland
book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Dana Vinson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Babes in Boyland is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Rebecca Dryden:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which oneis suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Babes in Boyland as the daily resource information.

William Mar sh;

People livein this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not really arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely Babes in Boyland.
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