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Celebrated historian John Hirst offers a fascinating exploration of the qualities that made Europe a
wor ld-changing civilisation.

The Shortest History of Europe begins with arapid overview of European civilisation, describing its birth
from an unlikely mixture of classical learning, Christianity and German warrior culture. Over the centuries,
this unstable blend produced highly distinctive characters — pious knights and belligerent popes, romantics
spouting folklore and revolutionaries imitating Rome — and its coming apart provided the dynamic of
European history in modern times.

Accompanied by lively illustrations, The Shortest History of Europe is a clear, humorous and thought-
provoking account of aremarkable civilisation. This new edition brings the story into the present, covering
the world wars and beyond.

‘A wise, illuminating little book’ —Sydney Morning Herald

‘An entertaining, learned piece of historical compression’ —Age

‘Crisp, lucid and evocative’ —Australian Book Review

‘Beautifully and sparely constructed, yet rich in fact, feeling and detail, sweeping, challenging and funny’
—James Button

‘Great stuff, the book as awholeis constantly thought-provoking’ —Courier Mail
John Hirst was a member of the History Department at La Trobe University from 1968 to 2007. He has
written many books on Australian history, including Convict Society and Its Enemies, The Srange Birth of

Colonial Democracy, The Sentimental Nation, Sense and Nonsense in Australian History and The Shortest
History of Europe.
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From reader reviews:
Bertha Costa:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what you problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare timeto try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Shortest History of Europe to read.

Angel Gardner:

This The Shortest History of Europe is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. Thiskind
of book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside.
So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Shortest History
of Europein your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So, thisis good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Marie Walsh:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Shortest History of Europeis
simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Jerry Thomas:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and The Shortest History of Europe
or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especialy.
Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes The Shortest History of Europe to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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