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A legend of improvisational theater, Del Close is best known for discovering and cultivating the talents of
John Belushi, Chris Farley, Bill Murray, Mike Meyers, and countless other comedy giants. He was resident
director of Chicago's famed Second City and "house metaphysician" for "Saturday Night Live," a talent in
his own right, and one of the brightest and wackiest theater gurus ever. Jeff Griggs was a student of Close's
at the ImprovOlympic in Chicago when he was asked to help the aging mentor (often in ill health) by driving
him around the city on his weekly errands. The two developed a volatile friendship that shocked, angered,
and amused both of them—and produced this hilarious and ultimately endearing chronicle of Close's last
years. With all the elements of a picaresque novel, Guru captures Close at his zaniest but also shows him in
theatrical situations that confirm his genius in conceptualizing and directing improvisational theater.
Between comic episodes, Jeff Griggs gives the reader the essentials of Close's biography: his childhood in
Kansas, early years as an actor, countercultural exploits in the 1960s (he toured with Ken Kesey and the
Merry Pranksters and designed light shows for the Grateful Dead), years with the Compass Players and then
with Second City, and continuing experimentation with every drug imaginable, which pretty much cost him
his health and ultimately his life. He was comedian, director, teacher, writer, actor, poet, fire-eater, junkie,
and philosopher. "Being a really good actor does not necessarily guarantee that you will be a very good
improviser," Close liked to say. "Being an actual, complete, hopeless, wretched geek in real life doesn't
disqualify you from being a solid improviser, either." He approached improv the same way he conducted his
life—in bizarre, dark, and dangerous fashion. Guru captures it.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Hamlin:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Guru: My Days with Del Close ended up being making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The e-book Guru: My Days with Del Close is not only giving you far more new information but also for
being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship together with the book Guru: My Days with Del Close. You never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Carla Floyd:

Typically the book Guru: My Days with Del Close has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Janice Arias:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition details. Even you love Guru: My Days with Del Close, you can enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Peggy Dunn:

Guru: My Days with Del Close can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend
that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language,
easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Guru: My Days with Del Close however doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can
be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.
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